Children/Youth Religious Education Committee

Annual Report 2014-15
The Children/Youth Religious Education (CYRE) committee meets monthly to plan educational programming for children and youth.

Following the retirement of Chris Parker last year, the church hired an Interim Director of Lifespan Religious Education (IDLRE), Meredith Olson, to support the church through the transitional period. While the fundamental programming has remained essentially unchanged, the church explored new options in programs and models. A new IDLRE will be hired for next year, and hopefully with the ministerial search complete, the congregation will be able to shift focus to the interim RE process, including reflecting on and evaluating the past of the program, addressing any weaknesses, recognizing the strengths and unique identity of UUCN, and visioning for the future of the program. 

Kim Steele and Jamie Hinkle coordinated Alternative Religious Education Activities (AREA) monthly to support fellowship among children of different ages, encourage more adults to be involved in CYRE by offering a low-commitment option, and support the CYRE teachers in having more opportunities to attend Sunday services. AREA included gardening, nutrition and similarity-awareness education (e.g, visit from guide dog trainers), service projects, and board game fellowship.
A personal note from Meredith Olson:
It has been an absolute pleasure to work with UUCN this year. As in any good relationship, my personal and professional growth has coincided with the growth of the congregation this year, and I am grateful for this opportunity and how I've been changed by our relationship. I'm also grateful to the supportive, reflective, insightful, creative, and hard-working staff team with which I've been honored to work. I expect UUCN to grow ever more vibrant in the coming years, and I look forward to watching from a distance to see what will transpire.
Interim Director of Lifespan Religious Education
Meredith Olson
IDLRE Professional Activities
Meredith attended Southern New Hampshire DRE Cluster Meetings; the LREDA Fall Conference in Atlanta, GA; DRE mentoring meetings; Guild of Interim Religous Educators (GIRE) meetings; and  LREDA Chapter meetings throughout the year. She served on the GIRE Steering Committee, took classes at United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities, participated in Renaissance modules in administration and curriculum, and was trained as an Our Whole Lives trainer for the elementary school levels.
Children/Youth Religious Education Committee Members
Beginning of year: Amy Savoie (chair), Amanda Eberle, Charles Savoie, Mary Ellen Wessels, Mickey Shepherd Nona Storer (volunteer coordinator)
End of the year: Amy Savoie (chair), Charles Savoie, Mickey Shepherd, Peggy Cardone, Jamie Hinkle, Kim Steele, Pam Jordan, Cindy Hudson, Sara Thomas, Ginger Hedges, and Nona Storer (volunteer coordinator)
Donna Larue will begin on the committee in the 2015-16 program year.
Senior High Youth Group, Youth Advisors 
Lynn Coakley, Roy Goodman, and Monica Staples
Rite of Passage Experience (ROPEs) Leaders
Dan Earley, Krista Earley, Wayne Fletcher, Ginger Hedges

Uni Uni Basketball Coaches (YMCA of Greater Nashua Church Basketball League)
Mike Super, Andy Straussberg, and Craig Thomas
Graduating Seniors
Max Better, Claire Cowan, Greg Cowan, Mallory Fogal, Ryan Glossop, Gifford Hall, Andrew Holland, Kyle Lange, Alyssa Lederhos, Marc McClure, Devin Orr, Emily Pelletier, Heather Trono, Jonah Wagner, and Thomas Woolsey
Rite of Passage Graduates (and Mentors):
Erica Agnew (Michelle Morrison), Bridget Foner (Ellen McCormick), Lily Grodt (Gillian Hinkle), Eric LaRue (Geoff Skelton), Max Shepherd (Monica Staples), and Nicole Straussberg (Jim Woolsey)

Budget
Children/Youth RE (excluding Young Adult and Spiritual Development):
$3,600
Average Sunday Attendance
41 children (including nursery, excluding youth group), 13 adults
All-Ages Services
Water Service--Members of the congregation were invited to bring a sample of water from their summer experiences and to briefly share that during service. Church school teachers were introduced and dedicated.
Bread Communion Service--Members brought bread and shared about the meaning the bread had for them. It was then shared at coffee hour.
Flower Communion Service--Congregants bring a flower from home to represent the gifts they bring to our community and leave with a different flower to represent the gifts we receive from the community.
2014-15 Church School Curricula and Teachers
	
	First Semester
	Second Semester

	PreK-1st Grade
	Picture Book UU
Hal Holway

Bill Earley

Mary Beth Restivo
	World of Wonder
Hal Holway

Bill Earley

	2nd-3rd Grade
	Moral Tales
Jodie Holway

Mickey Shepherd

Jamie Hinkle
	Timeless Themes
Jodie Holway

	4th-5th Grade
	Toolbox of Faith
Pam Jordan

John McCannon

Karen Murray

Gillian Hinkle
	Spirit of Adventure
Pam Jordan

John McCannon

Karen Murray

Lance Pratt

	6th-7th Grade
	Neighboring Faiths
Cecile Bonvouloir

Jim Bonvouloir

Geoff Skelton

Seth Bonvouloir (assistant)
	Many Paths, One Journey
Charles Savoie


