
Capital Campaign 101



What is a capital campaign?

A set of fundraising and outreach 
activities to raise money for a specific 
need - in many cases a building



What’s the difference between a capital campaign and the annual 
stewardship campaign?

Capital Campaign - one time commitment paid over three years; for a 
specific purpose. 

Annual Stewardship Campaign - pledge paid yearly to support the 
ongoing operating expenses of the congregation

We do not want people to reduce their annual pledge to make a 
commitment to the capital campaign



How does a capital campaign work?
● We ask for commitments this spring

○ Goal of one on one conversations with everyone in the congregation
○ Will ask for annual pledge and capital commitment at the same time

● Commitments are paid over 3 years
○ Some people may be able to pay in a lump sum, which will help start 

construction
○ We will continue to hold annual stewardship campaigns during those 

three years
● Construction will start after we receive commitments from 

everyone, but before we finish collecting all the money



How will we raise $2.2 million? 
We hope everyone will contribute 
AND we know that people will be 
able to contribute at very 
different levels

This chart is an example for a $2.3 
million dollar campaign



Where do people find money to give to a capital campaign?
Many people give to Capital Campaigns not out of their 
annual income, but out of their net worth.
● Investments or other savings
● Required minimum distribution (from an IRA)
● Qualified charitable donation
● Financial planning adjustments
Even if you can’t do this, you can find other creative ways to give, 
for example: taking a sabbatical from other charitable giving



What are we voting for on March 5?
The March 5 vote is to launch a capital 
campaign for a specific amount ($2.2 
million) for a specific project (Visionary 
plan but keeping the pews)



Questions?


